BIOGRAPHY
CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT JOHN Q. GRAY

(Retired)
(Current as of: Apr 12)

John Q. Gray is (2004 – currently) the  Regional Manager, Midwest ATC Service, Inc, Air Force Contract Augmentation Program (AFCAP).  Responsible for over sight and management of ATC and Airfield operations for five locations in the Area of Responsibility for Operations ENDURING FREEDOM.

John was the Air Traffic Manager (ATM) at Karshi-Kanabad, Uzbekistan from Aug 2003 to Aug 2004.  He managed the daily operations of air traffic control (ATC) radar approach control (RAPCON) and control tower and airfield operations directly affecting mission success of over 10 temporary assigned aircraft, and numerous transient deployed aircraft throughout the region.  Lead 27 air traffic controllers and airfield managers providing services to over 20,000 aircraft operations annually in a combat war zone.  He was the first civilian air traffic controller to communicate with military aircraft in Uzbekistan under the AFCAP project.
Chief (ret.) Gray was born in Ft Deposit, Alabama, and was raised in Jamaica, New York, graduating from Andrew Jackson High School in 1976.  He entered the Air Force under the delayed enlistment program in October 1976, attended basic training and Security Police Specialist Training at Lackland AFB, Texas.   Chief (ret) Gray retrained into the Air Traffic Control career field in March 1981. He is married to the former Geraldine S. Simpson of Hollis, New York.  

EDUCATION:
117 Semester hours, Bachelors of Science Degree in Applied Technology,  Thomas Edison State College, Trenton, NJ 
Associates Degree in Airway Science, CCAF
USAF Senior NCO Academy, In-Residence
Air Force Communications Command NCO Academy
NCO Leadership School
USAF Supervisor’s Course
NCO Orientation Course
ASSIGNMENTS:
 
1.      1977 - 1978, 436th Security Police Squadron, Dover AFB, DE
2.      1978 - 1979, Det. 100, TUSLOG, Eskshehir, Turkey
3.      1979 - 1981, 93rd Security Police Squadron, Castle AFB, CA 
4.      1981 - 1982, 1998th Communications Group, McGuire AFB, NJ
5.      1982 - 1985, 2016th Communications Squadron, Dover AFB, DE 
6.      1985 - 1986, Det. 4, 1931st Communications Wing,  Galena Airport, AK
7.      1986 - 1989, 2031st  Communications Squadron,  Selfridge ANGB, MI
8.      1989 - 1990, Det. 2,  1930th Communications Squadron, Galena Airport, AK
9.      1990 - 1992, 2066th Communications Squadron, Myrtle Beach AFB, SC
10.  1992 – 1993, 354th Operations Support Squadron, Myrtle Beach AFB, SC
11.  1993 - 1994, 653rd Operations Support Squadron, Robins AFB, GA
12.  1994 - 1995, 53rd   Combat Communications Squadron, Robins AFB, GA
13.  1995 - 1996, 5th Combat Communications Support Squadron, Robins AFB, GA
14.  1996 – 1997, Det. 2, 24th Operations Support Squadron, Soto Cano AB, Honduras
15.  1997 – 2001, 52nd Combat Communications Squadron, Robins AFB, GA
16. 2001 – 2003, 347th Operations Support Squadron, Moody AFB, GA

17. 2003 – 2004,  Air Traffic Manager, Karshi-Kanabad Air Base, Uzbekistan

18. 2004 - Present, Regional Air Traffic Manager, AFCAP, Karshi-Kanabad Air Base, Uzbekistan

 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:
Defense Meritorious Service Medal
Meritorious Service Medal, three devices
Joint Service Commendation Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal, five devices
Joint Service Achievement Medal 
Air Force Achievement Medal, one device
Joint Meritorious Unit Citation
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, fourteen devices
Air Organizational Excellence Award
Combat Readiness Medal, one device
Air Force Good Conduct Medal, six devices
National Defense Medal, one device
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, two devices
Southwest Asia Service Medal
Kosovo Campaign Medal, one device
Armed Forces Service Medal, two devices

Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal
Humanitarian Service Medal
NATO Medal, one device
Kuwait (Kuwait) Liberation Medal 

OTHER HONORS: 
2016th Communications Squadron NCO of the Year, 1983
Selfridge ANGB Servicemen of the Year, 1986
653rd  Operations Support Squadron Senior NCO of the Year, 1993
5th Combat Communications Support Squadron Senior NCO of the Year, 1995
5th Combat Communications Group Senior NCO of the Year, 1995 

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION: 
Master Sergeant                        1 May 89
Senior Master Sergeant             1 Nov 94
Chief Master Sergeant               1 Jan 01
